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SUBJECT: AVAILABILITY OF FUEL OIL FOR ITALIAN FISHING 
VESSELS 

REF: ROME 14260; STATE 250092 

1. FUEL OIL ALLOCATION FOR ITALIAN FISHING VESSELS CALLING 
AT US PORTS IS PRESCRIBED IN THE MANDATORY FUEL ALLOCATION 
REGULATIONS SUBPART F, MIDDLE DISTILLATES SECTIONS 200.44 
THROUGH 200.50. SUBPART F, WHICH WILL BECOME OPERATIVE 
ON JAN 15 ESTABLISHES AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION INCLUDING 
FISHING OPERATIONS AS A CATEGORY II USE. FUEL IS TO BE 
MADE AVAILABLE FOR CATEGORY II USES AFTER ALL CATEGORY I 
ALLOCATION REQUIREMENTS OF A SUPPLIER HAVE BEEN MET. EACH 
SUPPLIER IS REQUIRED TO PROVIDE FUEL TO THOSE PURCHASERS 
HE WAS SUPPLYING AS OF NOVEMBER 1, 1973. ANY END-USE 
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DURING 1972 MAY APPLY TO BE ASSIGNED A SUPPLIER, A CATEGORY 
CLASSIFICATION AND AN ADJUSTED BASE PERIOD VOLUME. 
CATEGORY II USERS WILL BE ALLOCATED AN EQUITABLE SHARE 
OF THE FUEL REMAINING AFTER THE CATEGORY I NEEDS ARE MET. 

2. FYI THE REGULATIONS DO NOT DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN US 
AND FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS. FEDERAL ENERGY OFFICE 
POLICY IS THAT AVAILABLE FUEL SUPPLIES WILL BE ALLOCATED 
ON A NON-DISCRIMINATOR Y BASIS TO VESSELS SUPPLYING US 
DOMESTIC FISH MARKET. ITALIAN FISHING VESSELS, AS ALL 
FOREIGN VESSELS, PROHIBITED FROM LANDING THEIR CATCH IN US 
AND SINCE ITALY EXPORTS SMALL AMOUNT FISH PRODUCTS TO US, 
IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT ITALIAN VESSELS WILL BE GIVEN EQUAL 
STATUS WITH US FISHING VESSELS. WHILE THERE IS APPARENTLY 
NO FISHING VESSEL FUEL SHORTAGE CURRENTLY, NEW ENGLAND 
INDUSTRY AND PUBLIC ADAMANTLY OPPOSED TO FUELING FOREIGN 
FISHING VESSELS. BECAUSE OF THE ABOVE WE BELIEVE GOI 
SHOULD BE INFORMED THAT US IS IN PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING 
POLICY TOWARDS FUELING FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS. WHILE 
THE USG MUST GIVE PRIORITY TO THOSE VESSELS WHICH SUPPLY 
ITS DOMESTIC MARKETS IT WILL TO THE DEGREE FEASIBLE TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT THE NEEDS OF FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS WITH 
THE VIEW OF INSTITUTING NON-DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES. WE 
ARE UNABLE TO GUARANTEE THE AVAILABILITY OF FUEL SUPPLIES 
FOR ITALIAN FISHING VESSELS AND ENCOURAGE THEIR USE OF FUEL 
SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FROM SOURCES OTHER THAN THE US. 

3. AS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BECOMES AVAILABLE WE WILL 
ADVISE. RUSH 
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